collection of essays, this book is not a comprehensive analysis of African American Baptist history. But these chapters challenge us to rethink our current understanding of Baptist history in the United States. Charles F. Irons, for example, questions the standard interpretation that the church offered African Americans an opportunity for freedom that all accepted wholeheartedly. In fact, as Irons writes, many African Americans in North Carolina refused to join black churches and continued worshipping in churches controlled by whites. The reasons were many, often hinging on the difficulties a newly freed people had in adopting to the realities of Reconstruction.
Even when these chapters do not challenge the prevailing historiography, they offer new insights from diverse perspectives. Sandy Martin persuasively analyzes the power that theological conditions wielded for African American Baptists in the Reconstruction era and beyond. As he asserted, "far from experiencing the Civil War and even the collapse of Reconstruction as an occasion for a religion of Lost Cause, African American Baptists instead held on to the convictions that God was still acting in history to liberate them spiritually and temporally" (27). In another intriguing chapter, Eric Michael Washington examined the theological concept of "Ethiopianism," the "belief that God had decreed the redemption of Africa and included in that decree was the enslavement, emancipation, and emigration of persons of African descent in the United States" (86). This theological concept motivated African American Baptists to shape their own missionary movements and contributed to nationalist views in the National Baptist Convention, USA. We can hardly overemphasize this emphasis on mission in Baptist life. More often than not, Baptists shaped their institutions around missionary efforts and have heralded missionaries as heroic models. For Southern Baptists, Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong became household names as the Convention associated them with Christmas and Easter offerings for missions. Often overlooked, however, is the question of how Baptist missionaries cooperated (or failed to) across racial divisions. April C. Armstrong's essay contributes admirably to this question, focusing on the interactions between Annie Armstrong and Nannie Helen Burroughs, who founded the Women's Convention in the NBC.
As Wayne Flynt helpfully observed in the afterword, this book is a "refreshing lens adjustment" in that it changes "our vision of an entire denominational landscape" by "focusing on lots of different details" (254). He is correct. This book challenges preconceived notions of African American Baptist history, and it does so in an insightful way. These nine chapters are well-written and engaging narratives of personalities, events, and ideas -both inside and outside the mainstream -and together they offer a richly textured analysis of the subject. This book is a valuable read for anyone who seeks to understand Baptist history in the United States. 
James

